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Tour Summary 
 

We had great fun on this 21-day tour of South Africa; meandering from Johannesburg down to Kruger 

National Park and then exploring the eastern parts of the country – including the largest estuarine system 

in the world and the famous Drakensberg Mountains. We then winged our way to the superb cape region, 

which forms part of the smallest Floristic Kingdom in the world. We had some great sightings of the 

famous “Big 5”, plus the rare Wild Dog. Bird specials included Taita Falcon, Blue Crane, Secretary 

Bird, Ground Woodpecker, African Finfoot, Pink-throated and Green Twinspots, Caspian Plover, 

Rudd’s and Botha’s Lark, Yellow-breasted Pipit and Drakensberg Rockjumper. The Cape did not 

disappoint, with specials such as Cape Rockjumper, Cinnamon-breasted, Rufous-eared and Namaqua 

Warblers, Karoo Eremomela, Cape Siskin, Cape Sugarbird and Orange-breasted Sunbird. We ended 

with a great count of 503 species and some incredible memories to cherish! 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Top 10 list: 

1. Quailfinch      6.   Leopard 

2. Pink-throated Twinspot   7.   Green Twinspot 

3. Narina Trogon     8.   Gorgeous Bushshrike 

4. Taita Falcon     9.   African Finfoot  

5. Purple-crested Turaco   10.   Drakensberg Rockjumper 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The first day was an arrival day, set aside for meeting at our comfortable accommodation, and relaxing 

and recovering from jetlag if needed. The guest house is an oasis of green within the city, and Red-headed 

Finch, Karoo Thrush, Speckled and Red-faced Mousebirds, Speckled Pigeon and Crested Barbet were 

recorded in the gardens. Other highlights were Grey Go-away Bird, a handsome male Pin-tailed Whydah, 

Cape Robin-Chat, and Cape White-eye.  

 

At dawn the next day we headed out to the birding hotspot of Zaagkuildrift, an hour north of the capital 

city Pretoria. The site offers a range of savanna habitats, and the open plains on the eastern side yielded 

Northern Black Korhaan, Zitting and Desert 

Cisticolas, Rufous-naped Lark calling from 

exposed red termite mounds, Crowned 

Lapwing, Black-chested Snake-Eagle and 

Magpie Shrike. Moving west we encountered 

a complex of modified ox-bow lakes that held 

White-faced Whistling, Knob-billed and 

Yellow-billed Ducks as well as Red-billed 

Teal, Reed Cormorant, African Darter and 

Grey Crowned Crane (a rarity for the area). 

The taller Acacia thickets held Black-

crowned Tchagra, Burnt-necked Eremomela, Red-headed Finch by Bryan Smith 
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Chestnut-vented Warbler, and Grey-backed Camaroptera, while Marico Flycatcher was a consistent 

occupant of the lower branches of trees over-hanging the road. While this site offers relatively little in 

the way of endemic species, the dry savanna habitat supports species at the extreme eastern extent of 

their ranges and so this represents the only 

opportunity on the tour to see them. We 

managed to connect with most of these, 

having good views of Crimson-breasted 

Shrike, Black-chested Prinia, Violet-eared 

Waxbill, Acacia Pied Barbet, Pearl-breasted 

Swallow, White-browed Sparrow Weaver, 

Tinkling Cisticola, Scaly-feathered Weaver, 

and Yellow Canary. A flock of confiding 

Orange-breasted Waxbills was a rare treat, 

and we were afforded great views of this tiny 

avian jewel.  

 

The dry open grass layer supported mixed flocks of foraging Red-billed and Jameson’s Firefinch, 

exquisite Green-winged Pytilia and Common and Blue Waxbills. We were also introduced to 

quintessential African birds such as Green Wood-hoopoe, and Grey, Southern Yellow-billed and 

Southern Red-billed Hornbills. The floodplain at the western end of the road was particularly productive, 

and we found Great-spotted Cuckoo, an uncommon Fawn-coloured Lark, Chestnut-backed Sparrow-

Lark, Pale Chanting Goshawk, Red-breasted Swallow, Capped Wheatear and a pair of excellent Cut-

throat Finches.                  

 

The next day was set aside for travel, our objective was to reach the southern part of the iconic Kruger 

National Park. We left at dawn and were soon on our way through the Highveld grassland of 

Mpumalanga, its economic importance 

evident in a landscape of maize-lands 

interspersed with coal mines. We had fleeting 

views of Southern Red Bishop, Long-tailed 

Widowbirds and flocks of beautiful Helmeted 

Guineafowl as we travelled east. Several 

brief, refreshing stops yielded Cape Canary, 

Ant-eating Chat, Grey Rhebok, Common 

Duiker, Jackal Buzzard, and Long-crested 

Eagle. Several hours later we entered the 

beautiful Abel Erasmus Pass in search of our 

first special target.  

Crimson-breasted Shrike by Adam Riley 

Bar-throated Apalis by Bryan Smith 
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We soon found Mocking Cliff Chat, Red-capped Robin-Chat, White-bellied Sunbird, Black-backed 

Puffback, Crowned Eagle and Bar-throated Apalis, while Cape Vultures, Jackal Buzzard, and White-

necked Ravens wheeled against the massive cliffs overhead. The low cloud and overcast weather worked 

in our favour and we soon found our target: a 

stunning little Taita Falcon perched on a rock 

ledge 100m above us. This is one of the rarest 

falcons in the world, with only 23 breeding 

pairs known throughout Africa. An estimated 6 

of them occur in the network of gorges around 

this pass, making it probably the best place in 

the world to access this bird. We all had 

excellent, although distant, scope views of this 

very rare bird before completing our stop with 

a fantastic sighting of a Half-collared 

Kingfisher.    

 

We had lunch at Hoedspruit, the gardens producing Black-headed Oriole, Golden-tailed Woodpecker, 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird, and African Paradise Flycatcher. Pressing on to Kruger, we arrived at Phabeni 

Gate in the late afternoon. We made a superb start to our stay, seeing a wonderful male Leopard, a herd 

of African Elephant, a beautiful herd of Cape Buffalo and several Common Ostriches all en route to our 

accommodation at Skukuza.  

 

The Kruger National Park, at over 5 million 

acres, is one of the world’s great protected areas. 

Measuring 360km from north to south, and 

90km wide, it is one of a rapidly declining 

number of places in Africa where you can scan 

unbroken bush from horizon to horizon. At 

dawn, we headed north to explore the open 

savannas to the south of the Satara area. Not long 

after setting out, we had a very special 

encounter: a pack of Wild Dogs sunning 

themselves on the road prior to heading out on 

the hunt. These are the second most endangered 

carnivore in Africa, and only 300 of them reside 

in the Park. We were blessed to be able to spend 20 minutes watching the puppies cavorting before the 

pack moved into the bush. We were fortunate to see a Critically Endangered White-headed Vulture, as 

well as Brown Snake-Eagle and a striking African Hawk-Eagle. Other wonderful savanna birds 

encountered were Orange-breasted Bushshrike, Common Scimitarbill, Gabar Goshawk, Shikra, and 

African Wild Dogs by David Shackleford 

Half-collared Kingfisher by Hugh Chittenden 
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Cardinal Woodpecker. A highlight was seeing a group 

of Southern Ground Hornbills foraging through an open 

area, using their bills to dig up invertebrates. We also 

connected with several vagrant Caspian Plovers, a 

rarity in South Africa.    

 

We spent the day traversing this wonderful landscape, 

and regularly encountered herds of African Elephant as 

they made their way to the rivers to drink. The fruiting 

riparian trees held Trumpeter Hornbill, spectacular 

Purple-crested Turaco, and African Green Pigeon, 

while troops of Vervet Monkeys and Chacma Baboon 

also foraged through the gallery forest. We encountered 

regular flocks of Crested Francolin and, Swainson’s 

and Natal Spurfowl on the roadside. We had 

particularly good fortune with raptors, with White-

backed, Hooded and Lappet-faced Vultures seen, along 

with Bateleur, Tawny, Wahlberg’s and the impressive 

Martial Eagle. Other birding highlights were Crested and Acacia Pied Barbets, Chinspot Batis, Mocking 

Cliff Chat, Bearded Woodpecker, Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl, Retz’s and White-crested Helmetshrikes and 

White-fronted Bee-eater.  

 

We were particularly lucky to see both Red-billed and Yellow-billed Oxpeckers scrambling across the 

fur of several mammals, the latter a noted rarity in the southern parts of the Park. The open areas held 

good numbers of plains game, including 

Plains Zebra, Common Wildebeest, Impala, 

and Giraffe, and we were also fortunate to 

have views of Lion. Skukuza yielded White-

bellied and Scarlet-chested Sunbirds, 

together with a plucky little Cardinal 

Woodpecker, vocal White-browed Robin-

Chat, Red-faced Cisticola and stunning 

Gorgeous Bushshrike. We stopped at the Paul 

Kruger Bridge over the Sabie River and were 

extremely lucky to find a female African 

Finfoot foraging in the river below us. This 

highly sought-after species are normally shy 

and secretive, and it was a real treat to be able 

to view this spectacular bird through the scope. A further highlight was finding a delightful little female 

Leopard, who gave us wonderful views as she clambered around on a small granite outcrop. Sightings in 

African Finfoot by David Hoddinott 

Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl by Doug McCulloch 
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the wild of this magnificent cat are always a rare blessing, and this completed our Kruger Big Five. A 

sunset drive was also a novel experience, and we encountered several White Rhinoceros, South African 

Large-spotted Genet, and three big male 

Lions walking along the road.  

 

Before dawn, we began the long drive to 

Wakkerstroom. Shortly after leaving 

Skukuza we were afforded crippling views of 

a vocal little Coqui Francolin. Other 

highlights were Gabar Goshawk, several 

Senegal Lapwing, Orange-breasted and 

Grey-headed Bushshrikes, Brown-headed 

Parrot, Bearded Scrub-Robin and a stunning 

little African Barred Owlet roosting in a 

leafless Terminalia sericea tree. After a good 

breakfast, we began our journey to our next 

destination in the upland grasslands of the Mpumalanga interior. We stopped briefly at a pan outside 

Ermelo for White-backed Duck, Whiskered Tern, Cape Shoveller and African Glossy Ibis, before 

arriving at the sleepy town of Wakkerstroom in the early evening.      

 

Our day in Wakkerstroom started at dawn with a spectacular Bokmakierie singing from a fence post and 

things just got better from there. We managed to connect with most of the grassland specials. The early 

morning outing produced Sentinel Rock Thrush, Pied Starling, Cape Longclaw, Wing-snapping 

Cisticola, Denham’s Bustard, the tricky Yellow-breasted Pipit and fantastic views of White-bellied 

Bustard before we headed back for a 

sumptuous farm breakfast. We had excellent 

grassland birding on the surrounding district 

roads, with great views of Long-tailed and 

Fantailed Widowbirds, Cloud and Zitting 

Cisticolas, African Pipit, Secretary Bird and 

Southern Bald Ibis. The Wakkerstroom district 

is home to two of the rarest larks in the world, 

and these were undoubtedly the big targets for 

the day. We combed an area of disturbed short 

grassland for a while before Mark picked up a 

trio of cryptically-coloured Botha’s Larks 

foraging about 5m in front of him. This is an extremely localized, endangered endemic and we were 

treated to excellent scope views of this sought-after species. With commitment and perseverance, we 

were also rewarded with great views of the rare Rudd’s Lark. Other grassland specials seen were Eastern 

Clapper Lark, Capped and Mountain Wheatears, Ant-eating and Buff-streaked Chats, Pink-billed Lark. 

Botha’s Lark by Markus Lilje 

Coqui Francolin by Doug McCulloch 
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A particularly special sighting was of a group of Quailfinch foraging on the ground. These tiny finches 

are usually seen in flight and obtaining scope views on the ground was highly unusual. The day finished 

with scope views of a shy group of Blue 

Korhaan. The undoubted mammalian 

highlight was several troops of delightful 

Meerkats foraging through the sward, the 

sentinels always alert for raptors.      

 

The day began with a pre-breakfast visit to 

Wakkerstroom wetland. The tar road passes 

through the wetland, offering a good vantage 

point over wetlands on either side of the road. 

We quickly had good views of Cape Weaver, 

African Snipe out in the open, African 

Swamphen, Levaillant’s Cisticola, Lesser 

Swamp Warbler, Little Rush Warbler, and African Reed Warbler. This is arguably the best site in South 

Africa to see African Rails out in the open, and we had some great views in the early morning light. We 

also recorded Red-billed and Hottentot Teals, Yellow-billed Duck, Cape Shoveller and Southern 

Pochard. A brief drive along a farm road yielded a flock of spectacular Grey-crowned Cranes, a roosting 

Spotted Eagle-Owl and several Blue Cranes. After breakfast, we had great views of Red-throated 

Wryneck, Diederik Cuckoo, Cape Canary and African Hoopoe before making our way to Hluhluwe in 

KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) and arriving at our accommodation in the mid-afternoon. After settling in, we 

had a short afternoon walk, connecting with Rudd’s and Yellow-breasted Apalis, Klaas’s Cuckoo, 

Crested Guineafowl, Red-fronted Tinkerbird, Orange-breasted Bushshrike, Square-tailed Drongo, 

Green-backed Camaroptera, Ashy Flycatcher and Yellow-bellied Greenbul.  

 

Today was set aside for exploring Mkuze Game Reserve. We left at dawn, with a 45-minute drive to the 

eastern gate. We connected with Burnt-necked Eremomela, White-throated Robin-Chat, Marico Sunbird 

and Yellow-breasted Apalis at the gate, 

before having good views of Crowned 

Hornbill. The sand forest contained Rudd’s 

Apalis, Trumpeter Hornbill, Black Cuckoo-

shrike, Neergaard’s Sunbird, Pink-throated 

Twinspot and Collared Sunbird. Moving 

through the closed, moist savanna, we 

recorded Southern Black Tit, Orange-

breasted Bushshrike, Rattling Cisticola, 

Brown-crowned Tchagra, Green Wood-

hoopoe, Golden-tailed Woodpecker and 

Brown-hooded and Striped Kingfishers. As 

Quailfinch by Mike Austin 

Klaas’s Cuckoo by Markus Lilje 
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the day warmed up, we sat at one of the waterholes and watched Red-billed Oxpecker, Yellow-fronted 

Canary, Blue, and Common Waxbills, Jameson’s Firefinch and a spectacular Purple-crested Turaco 

coming down to drink, together with impala, Plains Zebra, 

and Chacma Baboon. Other mammal highlights were 

several gorgeous Nyala, the bulls in their bright orange 

rugby socks, Common Duiker and Slender Mongoose. We 

had a picnic lunch in the bird-hides overlooking Nsumo 

Pan, which are world-class, and we were able to watch 

Yellow-billed Stork, African Fish Eagle, Nile Crocodile, 

African Openbill, African Spoonbill, spectacular Goliath 

Heron, Grey Heron, Intermediate Egret and several noisy 

pods of Hippopotamus. The grounds of the main office had 

super views of African Hoopoe, tiny Grey Penduline Tit, 

Golden-breasted Bunting, Yellow-throated Petronia, and 

Brubru. A nearby seasonal pan yielded Senegal Lapwing, 

Lemon-breasted Canary, and a Pygmy Kingfisher.  

 

Our last day in Hluhluwe started at dawn with a bushwalk 

around the lodge, with several key targets in mind. We 

quickly found Square-tailed Drongo, Black-bellied 

Starling, and African Yellow White-eye before catching up with a small flock of Pink-throated Twinspots 

with their distinctive trilling contact call. With patience, we all had great views of these amazing birds. 

A vocal Bearded Scrub-Robin was viewed before we had brief views of a calling Eastern Nicator. This 

is arguably the most infuriating citizen of the sand forest, with its habit of producing its beautiful, loud, 

liquid call from the densest foliage. We rounded off the birding session with Ashy and Southern Black 

Flycatchers, Grey, Olive and Amethyst Sunbirds and a spectacular Narina Trogon before heading back 

for a hearty breakfast.  

 

Stopping at False Bay Park en route to our 

next destination, we quickly found Rufous-

winged Cisticola, Yellow-throated Longclaw, 

and Red-capped Robin-Chat. A short walk 

into the pristine sand forest produced a 

wonderful displaying African Broadbill, with 

its buzzing call and bizarre figure-of-eight 

display. We also had great views of Purple-

crested Turaco, Yellow-bellied Greenbul and 

African Green Pigeon, which rounded off a 

pleasant morning’s birding. We arrived in the 

town of St. Lucia in the mid-afternoon and 

Marico Sunbird by Markus Lilje 

Pink-throated Twinspot by Adam Riley 
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had a siesta before our night-drive in the Eastern Shores section of the iSimangaliso Wetland Park, a 

World Heritage Site. The highlights of this were Spotted Hyaena, Greater Thick-tailed Galago, South 

African Large-spotted Genet, Spotted Eagle-Owl and Swamp Nightjar.   

 

We started the day with a dawn walk through 

the coastal forest fringing St. Lucia and 

managed to connect with targets 

Livingstone’s Turaco, Blue-mantled Crested 

Flycatcher, White-eared Barbet, African 

Emerald Cuckoo, Yellow-rumped 

Tinkerbird, Grey Waxbill, Brown Scrub-

Robin and Red-capped Robin-Chat. We also 

managed to see Crowned and Trumpeter 

Hornbills, Narina Trogon, Green-Malkoha, 

Green-backed Camaroptera, Yellow-breasted 

Apalis, Kurrichane Thrush and, Olive and 

Amethyst Sunbirds before wandering back for 

a hearty breakfast.  

 

The morning’s birding continued with superb views of Southern Brown-throated Weaver and Eastern 

Golden Weavers busily constructing their nests in Phragmites reeds on the edge of the river. We also 

recorded Thick-billed and Dark-backed Weavers before heading into iSimangaliso Wetland Park. We 

managed to find Samango (or Blue) Monkey, Natal Red Duiker, Black-bellied Starling, Woodward’s 

Batis, Purple-banded Sunbird, Spectacled Weaver, Green Malkoha, Tambourine Dove and Denham’s 

Bustard over the course of the afternoon. The undoubted highlight was superb scope views of a flock of 

Green Twinspots drinking from a leaking tap.  

 

We departed St. Lucia at dawn for our next 

destination near Pietermaritzburg, in the 

interior of the province. Stopping in the 

picturesque town of Eshowe, we spent the 

morning exploring Dlinza Forest, one of the 

largest and best-protected patches of Afro-

montane scarp forest remaining. Quietly 

walking across the forest floor, we soon 

caught sight of our main target, the elusive 

and rare Spotted Ground Thrush. Other birds 

seen on the forest walk were African Paradise 

Flycatcher, Cape White-eye, Chorister 

Robin-Chat, Cape Batis, Bar-throated Apalis, 

African Broadbill Heinz Ortmann 

Livingstone’s Turaco by Clayton Burne 
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Scaly-throated Honeyguide, Collared Sunbird 

and Southern Boubou. We then moved on to the 

coastal town of Mtunzini, where a sizeable patch 

of swamp forest yielded brief views of Black-

throated Wattle-eye and a perched Palm-nut 

Vulture. The rest of the day was a travel day as 

we headed inland to the KZN Midlands, arriving 

in the late afternoon.  

 

The next day dawned cold and wet, and we 

began with an early morning walk around the 

grounds of the accommodation. We connected 

with African Firefinch, Familiar Chat, Cardinal Woodpecker, Brubru, Lazy Cisticola, Rufous-naped 

Lark, Neddicky and endemic Black-winged Lapwing. Our route then took us deep into the Karkloof Hills 

to a large tract of Afromontane forest. Birding along a gravel road through the forest, we saw Yellow-

throated Woodland Warbler, Bush Blackcap, Forest Canary, Olive Bushshrike, Cape Batis, Bar-throated 

Apalis, and Speckled Pigeon. Moving on to a large private garden, we came across Knysna Turaco, Red-

backed Mannikin, Olive Thrush, African Dusky Flycatcher, and several highly sought-after Orange 

Ground Thrushes. Bad weather, however, brought our forest birding to a premature end, and we headed 

to our accommodation in Himeville as the light was fading.                      

 

At dawn, Stuart and Aldo collected us for our 

day on Sani Pass. The day started slowly, the 

drizzle suppressing birding activity. We had 

good views of Drakensberg Prinia, Greater 

Double-collared Sunbird, and Red-necked 

Spurfowl. Our breakfast stop at the foot of Sani 

Pass proved productive, and we secured great 

views of Red-throated Wryneck, Amethyst 

Sunbird, Olive Woodpecker, and Swee Waxbill. 

Moving up the pass, we had cracking views of 

Malachite Sunbird and Gurney’s Sugarbird 

foraging among Protea shrubs. Buff-streaked 

Chat and Sentinel Rock-thrush were seen perched on boulders on the hillslopes, and decent scope views 

of Cape Rock Thrush was also obtained. The Leucosidea sericea thickets adjacent to the road held 

Drakensberg Prinia and another of those inveterate skulkers, Barratt’s Warbler. Fortunately, the latter is 

noisy enough to aid detection. We reached the top of the pass and connected with our main quarry, the 

incomparable Orange-breasted Rockjumper. We found Sloggett’s Ice Rat at the border post, and then 

went through to spend the next few hours in the sunshine of the small, land-locked mountain kingdom 

of Lesotho.  

Spotted Ground Thrush by Dubi Shapiro 

Orange Ground Thrush by Adam Riley 
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This stark, mountainous landscape is home to several key endemic species, and we managed great views 

of most of them. The wind was much gentler, and our first foray yielded Large-billed Lark, Sickle-winged 

Chat, Layard’s Warbler, Ground Woodpecker and Grey Tit. We had great views of Cape and Bearded 

Vultures drifting across the sky, before stopping for a picnic lunch. At the lunch spot, we saw another 

spectacular male Drakensberg Rockjumper 

hopping across the nearby scree. We had 

excellent scope views of this very special 

bird, along with good views of the endemic 

Drakensburg Siskin, Karoo Scrub-Robin, 

rare African Rock Pipit, and Yellow Canary. 

A final stop on our way back to the border 

yielded Fairy Flycatcher and Karoo Prinia 

before we descended once more into the rain 

and mist of KwaZulu-Natal. We finished the 

day with scope views of a pair of endangered 

Wattled Crane, a quartering African Marsh 

Harrier, and Pale-crowned Cisticola.        

 

Today was a designated travel day. Leaving before first light, we had a 3.5-hour trip to Durban for our 

flight through to Cape Town. We stopped briefly at Marutswa and managed to get good scope views of 

several rare Cape Parrots sitting in the open. The rest of the trip was uneventful and once in Cape Town, 

we headed to the magnificent Kirstenbosch Gardens. We finished the day birding these magnificent 

gardens set at the foot of Table Mountain, where we came across foraging Forest Canary, Cape Robin-

Chat and Southern Double-collared Sunbirds. After some searching, we managed to get excellent scope 

views and photographs of two important Cape endemics, the Cape Sugarbird and Orange-breasted 

Sunbird. The late afternoon was spent travelling along the Cape Peninsular to our wonderful 

accommodation overlooking False Bay.   

 

The next day we headed for nearby 

Simonstown for our much-anticipated 

pelagic trip off the southern tip of the African 

continent. Heading south along the beautiful 

Cape Peninsular, we saw African Penguin, 

Cape Cormorant, Greater Crested Tern, and 

Cape Gannet. Passing Cape Point, the sea 

swells immediately increased as we entered 

the greater Indian Ocean of the fabled Cape 

of Storms. While we had good weather, the 

birding was initially quiet. While we, 

unfortunately, couldn’t find a trawler, we did 

Drakensberg Rockjumper by Adam Riley 

Bearded Vulture by Adam Riley 
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manage good views of Wilson’s and European Storm Petrels, Shy Albatross, Atlantic, and Indian 

Yellow-nosed Albatrosses, Southern Giant Petrel, White-chinned Petrel, Cory’s and Giant Shearwaters 

and Parasitic and Pomarine Jaegers. 

Mammalian highlights were a pod of Dusky 

Dolphins and two Bryde’s Whales. We headed 

back into Simonstown in the late afternoon, 

relaxing in the spring sunshine after a long and 

rewarding day at sea.  

 

After an early breakfast, we headed out to 

explore into the Cape Peninsular and surrounds. 

We headed around False Bay to Rooi-Els, an 

excellent site for Cape Rockjumper and Cape 

Siskin. The weather was perfect, and we soon 

picked up absolutely cracking scope views of a pair of Cape Rockjumpers hopping across the boulders 

at the base of the mountain. We also had great views of Cape Bunting, Cape Siskin, Orange-breasted 

Sunbird, Familiar Chat, Grey-backed Cisticola, Neddicky, Rock Kestrel and Cape Sugarbird for some 

very rewarding birding in a beautiful landscape between mountain and sea.  

 

We then headed to nearby Stony Point Nature Reserve, the site of one of only two African Penguin 

breeding colonies on the African mainland. We spent several enjoyable hours walking along the 

boardwalks, viewing African Penguins, Karoo Prinia, African Oystercatcher, Hartlaub’s Gull, and large 

numbers of endangered Bank, Crowned, Cape and White-breasted Cormorants. We had lunch at Harold 

Porter Botanical Gardens, before going in search 

of one of South Africa’s most annoyingly elusive 

skulking endemics, namely Victorin’s Warbler. 

They tend to be highly vocal but have the 

infuriating habit of calling while hiding behind 

the densest part of the shrub, on the side away 

from the observer. Hence it is quite possible to 

spend hours searching in vain for a bird calling 

from a distance of 2 or 3 meters away. We 

devoted time and energy into seeing this bird, 

and while we did make contact with a bird, we 

just couldn’t manage to get views of it. Other 

species seen were Southern Double-collared 

Sunbird, African Dusky Sunbird, Orange-breasted Sunbird, Cape Spurfowl, and Cape Batis. After 

checking several other places unsuccessfully for the Victorin’s Warbler, we made our way back to our 

accommodation, arriving in the early evening.     

 

Orange-breasted Sunbird by Glen Valentine 

Cape Rockjumper by Rich Lindie 
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The next day, we headed north out of Cape Town, our destination the windswept West Coast National 

Park. Our first stop yielded good scope views of Cape Clapper Lark, Southern Black Korhaan, 

Bokmakierie, and a fine Black Harrier. Birding in the strandveld is tough, although we did manage to 

see Bar-throated Apalis, Karoo Prinia, Yellow Canary, Pearl-breasted Swallow, Cape Bulbul, Cape 

Spurfowl, Rock Kestrel, and Grey-backed 

Cisticola. We had good views of a flock of Cape 

Penduline Tit, and a short visit to Geelbek Hide 

yielded Curlew Sandpiper, Little Stint, 

Whimbrel and Eurasian Curlew. We then 

headed north to Velddrif to track down the 

highly sought-after Chestnut-banded Plover. 

Other species seen were Blue Crane, Capped 

Wheatear, Greater and Lesser Flamingo and a 

vagrant Grey Phalarope. In the late afternoon, 

we began our pleasant traverse of the 

picturesque Swartland, arriving at our 

accommodation in the town of Ceres as the sun 

was setting.      

 

Dawn found us heading out of the Fynbos biome into the dry Tankwa Karoo in what promised to be a 

challenging but rewarding day’s birding. Our first stop produced fine views of Namaqua Warbler, White-

backed Mousebird, Chestnut-vented Warbler, Layard’s Warbler and Pririt Batis. We had breakfast at the 

base of Eierkop, seeing Grey Tit and a flock of beautiful little Karoo Eremomelas, as well as Karoo Chat. 

Continuing, we had good views of Tractrac 

Chat and a delightful Rufous-eared Warbler 

before going in search of the enigmatic 

Cinnamon-breasted Warbler. We eventually 

found this elusive, highly sought-after 

warbler hopping around on the boulders in 

the valley below us, and with patience were 

afforded very good views. The rest of a 

relaxed day was spent exploring the arid 

karoo landscape. We had views of Springbok 

and Large-billed Lark before winding our 

way back to Ceres.           

 

After a leisurely breakfast, we headed back to Cape Town via Bainskloof Pass. In addition to Karoo 

Prinia and Bokmakierie, several people had fleeting views of Victorin’s Warbler. No birding trip is 

complete without a visit to a sewage works, and we duly headed to Strandfontein Wastewater Treatment 

Works, one of the premier water-bird sites in the country. The sheer number of birds is impressive, and 

African Penguin by Adam Riley 

Black Harrier by Adam Riley 
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we had superb views of Cape Teal, Cape Shoveller, Hottentot Teal, Red-billed Teal, Black-necked Grebe, 

Greater Crested and Sandwich Terns, Greater Flamingo, and the beautiful Maccoa Duck. This high note 

brought a very successful, enjoyable and rewarding trip around our beautiful country to a conclusion.   

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rockjumper Birding Tours Tel:  +27 33 394 0225 

Worldwide Birding Adventures Fax: +27 88 033 394 0225 
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Cascades, 3202 Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

South Africa      Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 
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